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SUBJECT: IPP-78: ARRIVAL ADDITIONAL BOAT CASE REFUGEES: DECREASING 
ACCOMMODATION CAPACITY IN HONG KONG 

REF: HONG KONG 3646 (NOTAL) 

1 . GROUP OF 18 INDOCHINA REFUGEES ARRIVED HONG KONG BY JUNK 
ON MARCH 28 AND ANOTHER GROUP OF 55 ARRIVED MARCH 29 BY 
BOAT. THEY REPORT THAT HONG KONG CAN EXPECT MORE ARRVIALS 
IN NEAR FUTURE. 

2. DURING MONTHS JANUARY THROUGH MARCH 1977 THERE WERE NO 
BOAT CASE ARRIVALS IN HONG KONG. THIS YEAR THERE WERE 
TOTAL OF 38 IN JANAURY, 28 IN FEBRUARY AND 126 TO DATE 

IN MARCH. IF GOOD SAILING WEATHER PREVAILS FOR NORTHERN 
ROUTE, WE BELIEVE THAT HONG KONG WILL RECEIVE MORE BOAT 
CASE ARRIVALS THIS YEAR THAN LAST (1,001). 

3. ACCOMMODATION PROBLEM IS SERIOUS. SINGAPORE HOTEL WILL 
NO LONGER ACCEPT INDOCHINA REFUGEES EXCEPT THOSE 

IN TRANSIT STATUS PROCEEDING FROM OTHER AREA COUNTRIES. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 HONG K 04054 300907Z 

THERE IS LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE AT MAYFAIR AND MOVIELAND 
HOTELS, BUT LATTER HOTEL ALSO USED ACCOMMODATE 
STATELESS PERSONS FROM CHINA, SUCH AS WHITE RUSSIANS, 

WHO COME TO HONG KONG FOR THIRD COUNTRY RESETTLEMENT. 

IRC HOSTEL PROBABLY COULD ACCOMMODATE PERHAPS 30 
REFUGEES WHEN CRUNCH COMES, BUT NUMBER WILL DEPEND 
ON AMOUNT CHINA REFUGEES BEING HOUSED, FAMILY 
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COMPOSITION OF NEW COMERS, ETC. 

4. ICEM IS REPORTING SITUATION TO UNHCR KUALA LUMPUR. 
STRESSING IT CANNOT LOCATE OTHER HOTEL SPACE AND 
ASKING FOR SOLUTION. ICEM MADE INFORMAL CONTACT 
WITH HONG KONG IMMIGRATION DEPT (HKID), WHICH STATED 
THAT THE HONG KONG GOVT HAS NO SOLUTION AND COULD NOT 
FIND ACCOMMODATIONS FOR ANY REGUGEE AT PRESENT TIME. 
HKID NOTED CARPENTER VISIT AND SAID THAT MATTER 

WAS DISCUSSED WITHOUT ANY POSITIVE OUTCOME. HKID 
AGREED THAT PROBLEM COULD BECOME CRITICAL AND WILL 
BEGIN TO EXPLORE SITUATION. 

5. OUR UNDERLYING CONCERN. IF ACCOMMODATION PROBLEM 
REMAINS UNRESOLVED, COULD BE THAT HONG KONG GOVT 
ATTITUDE TOWARDS GRANTING FIRST ASYLUM, WHICH HAS 
BEEN VERY LIBERAL, COULD HARDEN SINCE HKG STILL 

HAS MASSIVE PROBLEM ACCOMMODATING ITS OWN POPULATION, 
INCLUDING BOTH LEGAL AND ILLEGAL ARRIVALS FROM 
OTHER AREAS. 

SHOESMITH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 30 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978FIONGK04054 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 38-0962 
Format: TEL 
From: HONG KONG 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978031 0/aaaaahqf. tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 83f680b7-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION HA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 HONG KONG 3646 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3097277 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IPP-78: ARRIVAL ADDITIONAL BOAT CASE REFUGEES: DECREASING ACCOMMODATION CAPACITY IN HONG KONG 
TAGS: SREF, VM 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/83f680b7-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



